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ACQUISITION INFORMATION
In 1917 the Shelter Island Library Society received a gift of historical documents and
letters from General Sylvester Dering II of Utica, New York (1838-1923).

On permanent loan from the Shelter Island Public Library since January, 2000.

PROCESSING INFORMATION
In this field, state who processed the collection and any processing choices that don’t
follow your typical processing guidelines.

EXTENT
Number of containers: 2 Clamshell Boxes
Linear feet of shelf space:

BIOGRAPHY OR HISTORY

The Dering family lived at Sylvester Manor on Shelter Island beginning with Thomas
Dering and Mary Sylvester Dering in 1762. His son, Sylvester, became a General during
the Revolutionary War. General Sylvester Dering I died in 1820 after being thrown from
his horse. In 1827, the Dering family sold the manor property at public auction in Sag
Harbor.

COLLECTION SCOPE AND CONTENT

Seventy documents dating from 1652 to 1825 including; legal documents, letters,
memorials, receipts, and autographs relating to the Dering and Sylvester families of
Shelter Island.

ARRANGEMENT
Item level.

SEPARATED MATERIAL
n/a

SUBJECTS
Sylvester Family, Legal Deeds, Dering Family, Revolutionary Period, Wills, Receipts,
School, Military Service

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS

This collection is open and available for research use. Copyright restrictions apply.
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PREFERRED CITATION
The suggested citation for the collection is:

“Obtained from the collection of the Shelter Island Historical Society, all rights

reserved”

RELATED MATERIAL
Dering Letter Collection (1680-1833)

LOCATION NOTE

Stationary Unit 1

LANGUAGES

English

CONTAINER LIST

Box Description Date(s) ID #

Box 1 Master List Dering Documents 20081680 — 1825 |2008.194
Collection

Box 1 Inventory, Estate Nathaniel Sylvester 1681 2008.194.1
1681

Box 1 Contract, Articles of Agreement 1652 1652 2008.194.2

Box 1 Royal Grant, Shelter Island 1666 1666 2008.194.3

Box 1 Receipt Richard Nicolls, L150 fr N. 1666 2008.194.4
Sylvester 1666
payment re: Shelter Island

Box 1 Deposition, Elizabeth Pain re Shelter 1726 2008.194.5
Island 1726

Box 1 Will, Nathaniel Sylvester 1680 1680 2008.194.6
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Box 1 Contract, Giles S. & Nathaniel Sylvester [17091699 2008.194.7
(2nd) 1699

Box 1 Will, N. Sylvester (3rd) 1715 1715 2008.194.8

Box 1 Contract, Giles S. & Nathaniel Sylvester |1699 2008.194.9
(2nd) 1699

Box 1 Affadavit, Thomas Newton re 1689 Giles 1720 2008.194.10
Sylvester deed 1720

Box 1 Letter, Francis Brinley (3rd) to B. 1720 2008.194.11
Sylvester 1720

Box 1 Acrostic for Mrs. Mary Dering c. 1792 1792 2008.194.12

Box 1 Printed from re Henry Dering of Boston [1729 2008.194.13
debt n.d.

Box 1 Quit claim, Henry Lloyd of Boston to 1733 2008.194.14
Brinley Sylvester 1733

Box 1 Legal opinion, B Sylvester v. Wm. 1735 2008.194.15
Nicoll 1735

Box 1 Poem, Death of Mary Sylvester, 1749 1749 2008.194.16

Box 1 Pamphlet, funeral sermon B. Sylvester, |1753 2008.194.17
Wm. Throop 1753

Box 1 Marriage certificate, Thos. Dering & 1756 2008.194.18
Mary Sylvester 1756

Box 1 Contract, T. & Mary Dering w. Lane & 1767 2008.194.19
Booth 1767

Box 1 Letter "GW" (George Whitefield) to 1769 2008.194.20
Thomas Dering, 1764
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Box 1 Audit, Accounts of Thomas & Henry 1762 2008.194.21
Dering. to S. Carolina 1762

Box 1 Contract, Thos. & Mary Dering w. Ezra 1779 2008.194.22
L' Hommedieu 9 Nov. 1779

Box 1 Contract, E. L'Hommedieu w. Thos. 1779 2008.194.23
Dering Nov. 1779 (Copy)

Box 1 Contract, E. L'Hommedieu w. Thos 1779 2008.194.24
Dering 19 Nov.1779

Box 1 Contract, Ezra L'Hommedieu w. Thos. 1779 2008.194.25
Dering 19 Nov.1779 (copy)

Box 1 Notice, S.I. frecholders to establish new [1776 2008.194.26
gov't in NY Colony, 16 June 1776

Box 1 Tally votes for Suffolk Co. 1776 2008.194.27
Revolutionary Delegates 25 June 1776

Box 1 Letter Wm. Wickham to Isaac Low rel. [1774 2008.194.28
Col Floyd 1774 -copy

Box 1 Letter Thos. Dering to Gov. & Council [1780 2008.194.29
of Safety 1780 - copy

Box 1 Receipt, British forces RI to T. Dering 1783 2008.194.30
3500 cords wood L1400 1783

Box 1 Contract, T. & Mary Dering w. Sylvester |1782 2008.194.31
Dering (son) 17 June 1782

Box 1 Contract, T. & Mary Dering w. Sylvester |1782 2008.194.32
Dering 18 June 1782

Box 1 Contract - Sylvester Dering w. Thomas |September 2 2008.194.33
& Mary Dering 1782

Box 2 Memorial S. Dering to Sir Guy Carlton, [1782 2008.194.34
for wood 1783
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Box 2 Will, Thos. Dering (draft?) 1784 1784 2008.194.35

Box 2 Will (draft?), Thos. Dering, unsigned, 1785 2008.194.36
inscr. "Died 1785"

Box 2 Will (draft?) Thos. Dering, possib. 1785 2008.194.37
continuation of #36

Box 2 Letter, S. Dering to Jno. Havens 1792 1792 2008.194.38

Box 2 Commission, s. Dering Brig. Gen. by 1786 2008.194.39
gov. Geo. Clinton 1786

Box 2 Ack. L364 debt, S. & H. P. Dering to 1793 2008.194.40
David Gardiner, Jr. 1793

Box 2 List, Mary Sylvester Dering, retains fr. |[1787 2008.194.41
estate 1787

Box 2 Inventory, Mary S. Dering, estate 1785 1785 2008.194.42

Box 2 Memorandum, Sundries for Elizabeth 1784 2008.194.43
Dering 1784

Box 2 Gen'l Order, militia, Adj. Gen. Nicholas |1788 2008.194.44
Fish to Brig. W. Lloyd 1788

Box 2 Bill, Rich'd. Kip to Coll Dering, flag, 1789 2008.194.45
fabric, decorations 1789

Box 2 Contract, S. Dering w. Henry P.Dering re 1792 2008.194.46
estate settlement

Box 2 Will (copy) Mary Dering 1794 1794 2008.194.47

Box 2 Contract, Henry P.Dering to S. Dering, 1796 2008.194.48
release of land 1796

Shelter Island Historical Society 5

Updated: 10/30/21




Box 2 Military order, Lt. Col S. DEring to 1796 2008.194.49
Capt. Thos. Terry, 18 May 1796 & a
recipe for calve's head jelly on reverse

Box 2 List, debts on estate T.Dering total 1797 2008.194.50
L2602, 9 Aug. 1797

Box 2 Letter Sylvester Dering to Daniel 1809 2008.194.51
Thompkins, Gov. NY, 1809

Box 2 Receipt, Sylvester Dering to Joseph 1810 2008.194.52
Hedges for enslaved man Peter, 1810

Box 2 Printed Sheet, re return of war supplies |1804 2008.194.53
to NY State, 1804

Box 2 Printed account, Militia NY state, incl. 1803 2008.194.54
Brig Gen. S. Dering 1803

Box 2 Diploma, Yale College, Nicoll Havens  [1810 2008.194.55
Dering 1810

Box 2 Certif., NY State, Nicoll Dering Health |1818 2008.194.56
Commissioner 1818

Box 2 A. Mclntrye certifies Dr. Nicoll H. 1819 2008.194.57
Dering Health Commissioner 1819

Box 2 Diploma, Yale College, Nicoll H. Dering [1819 2008.194.58
1819

Box 2 Diploma, Yale College, Nicoll H. 1819 2008.194.59
Dering, medical degree

Box 2 Printed Catalogue Faculty & Students 1810 2008.194.60
Yale College 1810

Box 2 Printed Solicitation, Yale Minerals 1825 2008.194.61
Collection 1825

Box 2 Printed Catalogue, Faculty & Students  |1811 2008.194.62
Yale College 1811
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Box 2 Printed Catalogue Faculty & Students of [1812 2008.194.63
Yale College 1812

Box 2 Illinois land grant to Oran Smith, signed [1812 2008.194.64
James Monroe, 1812

Box 2 Receipt signed by Zachary Taylor to n.d. 2008.194.65
Nicoll H. Dering for $1

Box 2 Autograph, Geo. E. Badger n.d. 2008.194.66

Box 2 Autograph, Geo. E. Badger n.d. 2008.194.67

Box 2 Autograph of Susan Fenimore Cooper.  |n.d. 2008.194.68

Box 2 Receipt; admission card Univ. State NY [n.d. 2008.194.69
Botany, Nicoll Dering

Box 2 Contract, E. L'Hommedieu et al. to 1806 2008.194.70
Joseph Congdon, S.I. 23 Oct 1806
$3333.33
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